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Unl ess one has devel oped a specific interest in Haiti, for one
reason or another, it is likely that the Haitian Revolution of 1791-
1803 will not come to mind on the first day of the New Year. Haiti has,
for all intents and purposes, becone irrelevant in nost people's
perceptions of Wirld Hi story, but nothing could be further fromthe
truth. The Haitian Revolution did in fact shake to the core many of the
dearly hel d assunptions of the 18th century in regard to the universa
Applicability of the ideals of freedom equality, and aspirations of
all nmen, notwi thstanding their racial differences. The French and
Anerican revol utions, and even the Church (just as it acconmpdat ed
itself later to worldwide anti-semtism segregation of blacks in the
U S. and apartheid policies in Rhodesia and South Africa) never
dedi cated thenselves to the goals of eradicating slavery and pronoting
a universal set of human rights, with the necessary enphasis on the
word "universal". The Haitian Revolution was the first novenent of its
kind to boldly challenge all assunptions of racial inferiority and
buttress this challenge with sweeping mlitary victories over the
arm es of the nost powerful European nations of that tinmne.

This created a trenendous anpbunt of fear in the U S. and other parts
of the world that Haiti's exanple would replicate and bring a swift end
to their highly profitable plantation systens. Fromthat fear grew the
need to suppress Haiti fromthe news and from gatherings of the
civilized world. Powerful economic interests, in concert with the
prevailing racial ideology, dictated at that tine that the independence
of Haiti should not be recognized.

Today, we recogni ze not that Haitians have been able to |ive
i ndependently for 200 years, as they have not, but that 200 years ago,
our forefathers firmy established the ideals under which we shoul d
live and eventually die for. Today, Haitians are still engaged in the
fight to nmake those dreans cone true, not just for a small subset of
privileged individuals, but for all Haitians -- and by extension, al
people in the world who are still denied their basic human rights.
Shoul d we not mark this date and cel ebrate those ideals, we would
simply deny ourselves one of the exceptional opportunities that our
concept of time provides to regroup and gather our strengths to
continue the struggle on nany fronts. For the Haitian peasant famly
which is still illiterate, mal nourished and often in danger of
starvation and untreated life-threatening illnesses, for the Haitian
| aborer working wthout adequate identity, citizenship, rights, and
| egal protection, we must celebrate the ideals of the Haitian evolution
and be nindful of the fact that 1804 has yet to concretize to their yes

i n any neani ngful way. Hence, 2004 is not an end initself... it's only
a renewal
From a personal perspective, | amnindful that | owe the rights and

personal freedomthat | exercise today to the struggles of those who
preceded nme, and in a large part to the heroes of the Haitian
Revol ution. That those rights and personal freedomalso come with the



noral obligation to do anything in nmy power to advance the stage for
those who will follow, thereby establishing nyself as a firmlink in an
unbr eakabl e chain of Iinks to the full concretization of our collective
freedom Five years ago, | decided to dedicate a website to that goal
Today, | can | ook at "Wndows on Haiti" as the result of ny dedication
and input to the struggle. On purely objective terns, the website is a
very small step in terns of protecting the gift of Haiti that was
bequeathed to me, but on a personal basis | feel satisfied that on the

bi centenni al anniversary of Haiti's independence, | have dedicated ny
energies for five years to letting the world know that to a great many
people, Haiti and its Revolution still nmatter.

Countl ess freedom fighters and nationalist |eaders have acknow edged
that they were inspired by the Haitian Revolution, fromthe liberation
wars of Latin America, to civil rights advocacy in the United States,
and the anti-colonialist and anti-apartheid struggles on the African
continent. So in nmany |ands, the Haitian Revol uti on becane synonynous
with freedom of the oppressed. Indeed many of those struggles were
successful in their execution, as many new nati ons energed, follow ng
the exanples of Haiti and one should add, the United States. That the
United States was a white nation that prospered and that Haiti was a
bl ack nation on the road to total inpoverishnent is also a fact that
has not been lost on the world. The aftermath of the Revol ution can be
murky to the indiscrimnating eye. Wiat's the big deal, mght one say.
Hence the struggle continues to have the Haitian Revol ution come true
for every single Haitian. It is associated today to the struggle for
econom c rights and political freedom literacy and heal th, education
and denocracy. Any ordinary citizen or government |eader, who woul d
exalt the virtues of the Haitian Revol ution and not dedi cate hinself or
herself to the concretization of its revolutionary ideals in today's
Haiti and for the Haitian poor, is sinply nmouthing words without a good
appreci ation of their neaning. For the Haitian Revolution to be
conpl etely successful, it has to live in every Haitian heart. It has to
guide all Haitians in positive actions for a better future.

| think that there are greater forces aligned today agai nst the
political freedom and econonmic rights of the Haitian people than there
were even at the tinme of Toussaint Louverture and Dessalines. Those
forces yesterday were naked in their exercise of strength and ppressive
i deol ogy. True, at that tine, they were also married to a program of
Christianization of slaves inported fromAfrica. But, all inall, it
was easy for a slave to tell his friends fromhis enem es. Today, al
i nternal and external enemes of the Haitian people |like to present
thensel ves as its great friends. They act in the nanme of Haitians, but
not for their benefit. They create economic initiatives to rob the
peopl e further of their |ast possessions, while pontificating about the
fiscal benefits of one set of econonic policies as opposed to another.
They sow di scord and hate to keep the peopl e divided. They prom se
everything to those who do not have, while in practice they only
deliver nmore to those who have al ready. They chanpi on denopcracy in
words, while they marginalize the nasses and deprive themof their
right to vote and participate in decisions that will greatly affect

their future. | see greater social upheaval happening in the near
future, though |I do not possess a crystal ball to see howit will all
play out and to be able to tell to those who would listen "I knew
exactly how it was all going to end." In fact, | do not see an end to

anything. | see only the continuation of the struggle.



Today's political |eaders should sinply read their history and
understand that their time is necessarily limted. Limted in securing
material benefits for thenmselves or limted in extending the gains of
Haiti's revolution to the disenfranchi sed masses. No one is immortal.
However, their name and reputation will outlive themand they will be
judged by their survivors and by the people for whomthey have chosen
to serve or not to serve. Far fromthe passions of the nmoment, History
will record their deeds and judge themquite apart from enpty speeches
and proni ses.

Long live the Haitian Revolution. The people of Haiti have just
begun to fight for their place in the sun.
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